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Through ceramics and textiles Stéphanie Baechler explores the 

sensual experience that has become increasingly rare through today 

technologies. She converts the template of the application 

Instagram into a three-dimensional artefact. She deconstructs its 

structure considering repetition and the mechanism of posting. 

Repetition plays an important role in this work as she addresses 

the issue of the recurring actions of liking and scrolling. 

 

As if more likes represent more truth. 

 



Stéphanie Baechler (b. 1983) is a Swiss artist based in Amsterdam. 

Baechler is trained as textile and fashion designer with a Master’s 

degree from the ArtEZ Academy of the Arts in the Netherlands, and 

worked as a textile developer & design assistant for Hussein 

Chalayan in London. Baechler’s work investigates fashion’s formal 

and structural vocabulary, its production process and its complex 

relationship to the body, the self and the society. For some years 

now and after two residencies at the EKWC (European Ceramic Work 

Centre, NL), her quest is slightly moving-away from fashion towards 

an artistic approach to sculpture and installation. 

 

 

 

I take fashion’s formal and structural vocabulary as a resource, as 

well as its production process and its complex relationship to the 

body, the self and society. 

 



The seam lines, darts and curves of clothing are translated into 

ceramic sculptures and installations. Delicate structures based on 

fabric patterns abstract the body; the clay ‘line’ shapes a spatial 

absence. In this process of displacement I question the limits of 

an object’s materiality. 

 

After training as a textile & fashion designer and working in the 

fashion industry, I began questioning the way the entire industry 

operates. Rather than arguing against what I had observed in the 

field of fashion, I choose to investigate the framing of the body 

and the processes of its construction and deconstruction. 

My practice has developed towards sculpture and installation, 

therefore I have developed ceramic technologies and explored them 

in combination with other materials as well as with non-industrial 

skills in order to extrapolate and search for a novel abstraction 

between 2D and 3D. This method of exploration is a key factor in 

the elaboration of a grammar of elements influenced by all the 



components that come into play in fashion’s construction of the 

human figure. By dismantling patterns of dress and solidifying them 

in clay I uncover the underlying notions of desire, of construction 

of the self, coding and the narratives inherent in the initial 

material. 

 

I am intrigued by the relationship between objects and the space 

they inhabit. My work is an investigation of materials, their 

appearance, characteristics, peculiarities, possibilities and 

limits. The tactile dimension and the interaction between the 

object and movement lie at the heart of my research. Currently I am 

investigating the complex issues social media are triggering and 

changing in human behaviour. My intention is to question and 

research the motivations leaning under people’s perpetual need for 

approval in today’s social media landscape.  



I am converting the template of the application: Instagram into a 

three-dimensional artefact using different medias. 

 

 

 

Exhibition Open March 13-24, 2018 

Tues-Sat 14:00-18:00 @ by appointment at info@isoamsterdam.nl 

Guided visits by Stéphanie Baechler, March 17 & 24, 15:00 



 

 

 



iso inaugurates its 2000 square meters workspace located in 

Amsterdam 

iso is an applied situation for artists, designers and craftsmen 

iso is a living organism; as such it is different from one day to 

the next 

 

The founders Dajo Bodisco and Florence Parot believe in the 

potential of bringing together a wide variety of disciplines in a 

mainly open communal warehouse. On top of offering a stimulating 

production environment with thirty individual and shared ateliers, 

a residence and a large workshop, iso runs a public program with 

exhibitions, lectures, workshops and events, giving a stage for 

both internal and external artists, local and international. 

 

Ateliers & workshops 

Thirty studios are located in the warehouse. It’s an open social 

architecture, with many common shared spaces and facilities that 

create an interaction between our community of sixty users. This 

open plot is multifunctional and can be seen as an agora. 

Exhibition space 

The modular exhibition space (from 60 to 500 square meters) wishes 

to be the place where art, design and craft are closely 

intertwined. The works, which will be shown, are predominantly 

constructed in situ. Large and smaller exhibitions are held at the 

location periodically. Our presentations are in motion and 

unpolished, like the world outside of the museum walls.  

 

 



Residence 

The residence program provides on-site accommodation, as access to 

the warehouse and workshop; artists can fully dedicate themselves 

to art projects. ISO expresses special interest in proposals that 

attempt to introduce a sense of material and are in line with 

experimental spirit. To this aim, the residence engages promising 

artists who are focusing on installation and sculpture 

(incorporating audiovisual, digital and performance). 

 

Find here a refreshing path to look at art and design, with in the 

background: work in the making! 

 

 

 

Open during exhibitions: Tue – Sat 14-18 hrs  

And by appointment: info@isoamsterdam.fr  

www.isoamsterdam.nl / T: +31621224842 


